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RRCC Receives $25,000 Grant to Meet Local Industry Training Demands
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Lakewood, CO – On behalf of the Rockies Alliance for Process Technology, Red Rocks Community College (RRCC) received a $25,000 grant from BP America, Inc. to develop and enhance the process technology program.   The grant will assist four colleges in the Rocky Mountain Region to expand the pipeline of prepared students with the job skills required to work as process operators in the oil and gas industry.  In addition to Red Rocks Community College, Colorado Mountain College, Western Wyoming Community College and San Juan Community College in New Mexico will work in partnership to develop a comprehensive training program based on the needs of industry for process operators. 

Process operators are in demand in a myriad of industries including beverage production, manufacturing and pharmaceutical production.  “In line with our commitment to meeting the workforce needs of local business and industry”, 
said Cliff Richardson, RRCC Interim Chief Administrative Officer, “This program will be developed by industry, for industry.  By listening to our industry partners, we will be extracting the fundamental skills and knowledge they seek in a workforce and creating a specific curriculum to meet those demands,” he continued. 

Industry partners from Coors Brewing Company, PepsiCo, Suncor Energy Inc., Metro Wastewater Reclamation and Lakewood Brick and Tile met recently with the leadership of RRCC to begin the process of developing an industry responsive curriculum.  The industry partners will form an advisory committee to design a program at RRCC that ensures the graduating students are job ready. 

“The key to this program’s success is a strong industry commitment and substantial input,” said Richardson.  “We are embarking on a long-term partnership which, we believe, will culminate with a highly-trained and productive workforce for our industry allies.”

For more information on the Process Technology program at RRCC contact Joan Smith, 303-914-6276.  For information concerning the Rockies Alliance for Process Technology contact Lee Gouthier from Suncor Energy Inc., 303-286-5880. 
Cliff Richardson of Red Rocks and John Payne of BP America share in the launch of the new Process Tech Program








