R.I.S.K. (Real Issues & Social Knowledge)

PURPOSE: Students who attend RISK meetings will be able to utilize knowledge gained in social science classes and apply that knowledge to the real world. At the meetings they will also be given the opportunity to share their life experiences with other students and members of the community. Students who are members of RISK will also have opportunities to participate in community-oriented activities. Participating in these activities will offer them leadership skills, networking opportunities, a chance to work in the field, and opportunities to meet other students with similar interests. 
The club's objectives will be to: · Provide a forum for students to discuss social issues. · Provide an opportunity for students to share their "social knowledge" with other students. · Provide a platform for involvement in the community. · Bring the community to Red Rocks. · Provide an opportunity to collaborate with other institutions.

Following is a list of activities for 2003-2004

Fall, 2004
Voter Registration and Education:  

RISK students registered 700 new voters.  They also organized informational tables regarding Colorado’s ballots issues and invited local candidates to campus. 
April, 2004 

International Week:
· Inga Sargent, wife of one of the former princes of Burma hosted a discussion and book signing.
· International Student Expo

· Lee Boughey from the National Renewable Energy Laboratory spoke about international energy policy.
· David Ben-Avraham, former Israeli soldier showed the film “Relentless” and led a discussion.
April, 2004 

Earth Day:
Environmental organizations such as Clean Water Action and the Colorado Environmental Coalition were invited to campus to share information and employment opportunities with students.  Students also presented papers with environmental topics.

March, 2004

“Mock” primary election
February, 2004
Iracambi Rainforest Research and Conservation Center
Binka Le Breton presented information on the Iracambi Atlantic Rainforest Research and Conservation Center in Brazil.  She discussed what the center does and opportunities for students to travel there.

November, 2003 Forum 


Shooting Up: Guns and Drugs in America 

· Dave Thomas Jefferson County DA discussed criminal issues of the day.

· Carnita Groves, MA, CSPT, CAC-II discussed addiction.

· Robert J. Corry, Jr. and Deputy DA Steve Jensen spoke about issues surrounding prison reform.  

· Colorado Coalition for Judicial Reform discussed current drug laws.

Other events during the fall 2003 semester include:

· Colorado Environmental Coalition presentation of the RTD’s Fastracks.

· Showed the PeaceJam documentary.

· Sponsored a comedian with GLBT during National Coming Out Week.

· Presentation: Life in Cuba by BT Huntley and Becky Zerlentes.

· Presentation: Slavery in Brazil by Binka Le Breton. 

April, 2003 Forum

Finding Humanity in Wartime: An Interactive Forum

· Rick Sallinger, Reporter, KCNC-TV News and Casey Mahon, College Relations examined the often-prickly relationship between the military and the media, and looked at the tremendous changes in that relationship.
· David Wann, co-author of the book and PBS series Affluenza described the hidden connections between excessive materialism and the military industrial complex.

· Sadrul Ula, Professor, University of Wyoming discussed the Islamic perspective on both terrorism and peace, and how US foreign policy contributes toward the alienation of the world’s 1.2 billion Muslims.
· Holocaust Awareness Speaker Henry Lowenstein shared his childhood experiences during World War II.
PeaceJam
RRCC students have also been involved with PeaceJam.  PeaceJam is an international education program built around leading Nobel Peace Laureates who work personally with youth to pass on the spirit, skills, and wisdom they embody.   The goal of PeaceJam is to inspire a new generation of peacemakers who will transform their local communities, themselves and the world (www.peacejam.org).  Over the last four years, RRCC students have served as mentors for local high school students participating in PeaceJam’s educational program.  RRCC hosted the events in the spring of 2004. 

  

