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Writing Scientific Abstracts 



Why do I need an abstract? 

Professional meetings, conferences, journal articles, 
theses 

 Introduces the article/paper/poster 

 Informs reader of the main contents 

 Helps a reader decide if they want to know more 

 



Why should I know how to write an abstract? 

 Helps you present your work in a clear, concise 
manner. 

 Helps you condense information into a short format. 

 Helps you read abstracts more effectively. 

 



Effective Abstracts 

 Generally are one to two paragraphs, between 150-
300 words (often restricted for a given publication) 

 Adds no new information – just summarizes what is 
in the paper/poster. 

 The abstract can be understood without reading the 
whole paper/poster. 

 Intelligible to a wide audience. 



Effective Abstracts 

 Uses an introduction-body-conclusion format. 

 Generally discuss your work in this order:  purpose, 
research questions, methods, findings, conclusions, 
recommendations. 



Constructing your abstract 

1.  Write 1-2 introduction sentences that explain 
topic, purpose, and research question(s). 

2.  Write 1-2 sentences describing your research 
methods (this may also include the type of data 
analysis you used). 

3.  Write 3-4 sentences describing the results 
/findings. 

4. Write 1-2 sentences containing your conclusions 
and recommendations. 



Effective abstracts 

 Title – summarize the work, be catchy 

 Introduction – should emphasize why the research 
question was important 

 Background – can provide a hook that draws in the 
reader 

 Methods – no detail here (save it for the paper) 

 Findings – avoid hand-waving words (very, small, 
significant) 

 Interpretation – What do the results mean? 

 Conclusion – one sentence! 



Revising your abstract 

 Read your abstract all the way through: 

– add transition words to tie ideas together, 

– eliminate unnecessary content and add in things that 
are missing, 

– correct errors in mechanics, and 

– proofread. 



Examples:AGU 



Examples:GSA 



Examples: Am. Journal of Botany 



Other resources 

 American Psychological Association 

http://blog.apastyle.org/apastyle/2011/03/making-a-
concrete-abstract.html  

 American Chemical Society Style Guide 

http://www.oup.com/us/samplechapters/084123462
0/?view=usa  

 Modern Language Association 

http://library.osu.edu/help/research-strategies/cite-
references/mla  
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