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WQM Certificates for Career Advancement

Associate of Applied Science Degree in WQM

Need To Know Criteria

Required Courses 100%

Elective Courses 100%

AAS NTKC = 592

 WQM109, WQM118, WQM121, WQM122, WQM123,  
WQM124, WQM 125, WQM130, WQM131, WQM140, 

WQM150, WQM160, WQM165,  WQM169,  WQM207,  
WQM212, WQM224, WQM225, WQM230, WQM280, WQM285

  WQM100, WQM105, WQM119, WQM120,  
WQM126, WQM200, WQM206, WQM216, WQM217

The Water Quality Management Technology (WQM) program at Red Rocks Community 
College is the only educational institution in Colorado to comply with and present all 
Need-To-Know criteria developed by the Associated Boards of Certification (ABC), a  
national organization that provides testing for professional certification in Drinking  
Water Treatment and Distribution, and Wastewater Collection and Treatment. ABC has 
identified 592 Need-To-Know criteria in 25 categories that operators in these fields need  
to be proficient in and are tested on for state certification. 

Grants from the National Science Foundation and TAA-Department of Labor funded  
a project to compare the learning objectives for every WQM class against the 592  
Need-To-Know criteria. The grants also funded curricula development for missing  
criteria, ensuring that all Need-To-Know criteria are present in the overall WQM  
program and students learn the most current industry standards.

Teaching to National Standards
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 Many WQM activities are supported by one or both of the following grants:

The National Science Foundation’s Advanced Technological Education (ATE) program 
under Award No. 0903055. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommenda-
tions expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the National Science Foundation.

Trade Adjustment Assistance Community College and Career Training – U.S. Department of Labor 
(TAA). “This product was funded by a grant awarded under the President’s Trade Adjustment As-
sistance Community College and Career Training Grants as implemented by the U.S. Department of 
Labor’s Employment & Training Administration. The information contained in this product was created 
by a grantee organization and does not necessarily reflect the official position of the U.S. Department 
of Labor. All references to non-governmental companies or organizations, their services, products, or 

resources are offered for informational purposes and should not be construed as an endorsement by 
the Department of Labor. This product is copyrighted by the institution that created it and is intended 
for individual organizational, non-commercial use only.”

Red Rocks Community College is committed to diversity in its people and programs.  The College is 
an equal opportunity educational institution and does not discriminate on the basis of disability, race, 
creed, color, gender, sexual orientation, gender expression, religion, age, national origin, or ancestry, 
or any other category protected by applicable law.
The College has designated the Human Resources Director as its Equal Opportunity Employment Of-
ficer and Title IX Administrator with the responsibility to coordinate its civil rights compliance activities 
and grievance procedures.  Report all concerns or complaints relating to discrimination or harassment 
to the Title IX/EO Coordinator(s):  Bill Dial, Director of Human Resources/Title IX Administrator, 13300 
West Sixth Avenue, Lakewood, CO 80228.  303.914.6298.  bill.dial@rrcc.edu.
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WQM Certificates for Career Advancement

Associate of Applied Science Degree in WQM

Need To Know Criteria

Required Courses 100%

Elective Courses 100%

AAS NTKC = 592

Education and Experience Certificate: WQM126, 280

Introduction to Water Treatment Certificate: WQM100, 124

Introduction to Wastewater Treatment Certificate: WQM100, 125 

Mathematics in Water Quality Certificate: WQM105, 200

Laboratory Analysis Certificate: WQM119, 216

Distribution and Collection Systems Certificate: WQM109, 118

Advanced Water Treatment Certificate: WQM124, 224

Advanced Wastewater Treatment Certificate: WQM125, 225

Source Control and Water Audit Certificate:  WQM160, 165, 212


