
POS 105-601: Introduction to Political Science 
Spring 2015 Class Time:    
Fridays     5:00 pm - 10:00 pm  April 10, 17, 24 
Saturdays 8:00 am - 05:30 pm  April 11, 18, 25 
Classroom 2531 

Instructor:  Soomin Chun-Hess  
E-Mail:  Soomin.Chun-Hess@rrcc.edu 
Office: 1658 
Hours:  M 1:30-4:00, T 1:30-4:00 PM and by appointment 
Phone: 303-914-6281 
 
The Course  
 
This course introduces students to a variety of frameworks and approaches that provide a better understanding of 
politics.  Topics include the nature and use of power, ideologies, socialization, mass media, international 
relations, political violence, economics, and globalization.  Current events will be used to illustrate how the 
political system operates. This class will provide you with an understanding of why politics is a real and 
important part of your life.  It will help you to gain a broader perspective and a critical eye for what is going on 
around you.  This course is premised on the belief that the study of politics prepares the individual for complete 
living.    
 
Objectives 
 
A. Gain a solid foundation for further study in political science. 
B. Obtain a solid core of knowledge regarding political ideologies including conservatism,    

              liberalism, socialism, and others.  
C. Become aware of how institutions, such as the media influence politics. 
D. Become familiar with a variety of governmental institutions and systems. 
E. Understand how citizens are represented in government. 
F. Examine contemporary international issues. 
G. Understand the relationships between politics, economics, and culture. 
H. Evaluate the process of globalization. 

 
Expectations (Things you already know) 
You are expected to attend and participate in class.  You are expected to keep up with the reading as assigned. 
You are also expected to turn in assignments when they are due. I encourage you to ask questions about 
anything that the text if I fail to make clear.  
 
Required Readings (Reading is boring but necessary) 
The required text for this course is Introduction to Politics. Second Edition 2012.  By,  Robert Garner, 
Peter Ferdinand, and Stephanie Lawson . Oxford University Press. This book is available in the 
bookstore. In addition there is a website attached to the course through Desire2Learn. 
 
Homework (Things that must BE DONE) 
Homework assignments will be given throughout the semester. This is a “Paper-Less” class, therefore you will 
submit all assignment in the appropriate D2L dropbox.  All due dates are listed in your syllabus, D2L calendar, 
and I will send reminders via school email accounts. No hardcopies or email attachments will be accepted.  
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Respectful Classroom Standards (Let’s just get along) 
 
Higher education classrooms may be thought of as laboratories for life. We can practice respect and tolerance of 
others from diverse backgrounds and learn from each other.  To create a safe learning community, we hold each 
other to the standard of respect:  treating others as we would like to be treated.  
 
At RRCC, our basic code of conduct reflects the value for civility. Our student handbook says: 

Students enrolling at Red Rocks Community College (Red Rocks) assume an obligation for 
conduct compatible with College objectives. College regulations are based on respect for the 
rights of others and observance of civil law and current moral standards. Red Rocks students 
have all the rights and responsibilities of other citizens and are subject to the same federal, 
state, and local laws as non-students. As members of the College community, students are also 
subject to the rules and regulations of the College.  

 
Red Rocks exists for the transmission of knowledge, development of occupational skills, and growth of 
students. Freedom of inquiry and expression are indispensable to the attainment of these goals. As 
members of the College community, students are encouraged to develop the capacity for critical 
judgment and to engage in a sustained search for truth.  
 
Within a safe environment, freedom of expression is possible. Safety is the responsibility of each 
member of the community. A safe environment depends on each individual exercising respect and 
expecting the same from others.  Respect is demonstrated by: 

1. Being on time, prepared for class, and staying throughout the entire class period. 
2. Keeping an open mind. Listening carefully without interrupting, with the goal of understanding 

the perspective of others. 
3. Being willing to share your opinions and insights verbally and non-verbally in a manner that 

shows thoughtfulness about the cultural and social sensitivities of others.  
4. Asking questions that are relevant to the topic and meant to elicit deeper understanding.  
5. Keeping electronic tools that are not required for class participation turned off and put away. 
6. Taking care of personal hygiene and dressing in a way that is not distracting to others.  
7. Addressing problems or concerns in a timely and courteous fashion, offering solutions or ideas 

for change.  
You can expect the same standards of behavior from this instructor as is expected of you!  
 
Disruptive or Dangerous Behavior Policy (Just DON’T DO IT) 
 
Persistent behavior that undermines a respectful classroom will be addressed promptly and in a fair and 
consistent manner. Depending on the level of disruption or danger, immediate action may be taken to 
restore the classroom to a productive and safe environment. This may include being asked to step 
outside to speak individually with the professor, being given a verbal warning, being asked to leave the 
classroom, a referral to the RRCC behavior intervention team, a call to campus police, or suspension 
from attending classes.  
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COURSE ASSIGNMENTS (a.k.a. THINGS THAT ARE DUE) 
 
News Analysis/Papers : 2 papers each worth 25 points (50 points total) 

You will submit two news analyses to me as writing assignments throughout the semester, worth twenty-five 
points each.  Keeping up with current events will enrich your understanding of the course, and well as the world 
around you.  The purpose of this assignment is to follow the news throughout the semester, in order to connect 
what you are learning in class to your everyday life. 

Exam : 1 test each 100 points (total of 100 points) 

There will be 1 exam given during this weekend course. They will consist of problems based on the readings 
and discussions, and is a take-home. Exams may not be taken late unless arrangements are made ahead of time 
with the instructor.  Each exam will be posted on D2L and will be completed on D2L. 

Failed State Rebuild (Group) 1 presentation worth 50 points 

Each group will be responsible for rebuilding a failed state. You will evaluate why states fail and propose 
policies to strengthen your nation-state (and global ranking).  Each group will prepare a presentation for the 
class. 

Class Participation & Attendance & Discussion worth 25 points 
 
Students are encouraged to bring current events to each class.  We will start each class with a political 
discussion.  Each student is expected to introduce at least 1 political events for discussion throughout the course. 
 
Your presence in class is extremely important.  Everyone’s participation is crucial to learning and to the success 
of group activities. I will provide direct information that will ensure your success in class, as well as draw upon 
your input concerning course relevance.  You should not a miss an entire class during a weekend session. If you 
know you will miss class ahead a time or if you have a serious illness or emergency, please inform me 
immediately. It is also the instructor’s responsibility to guarantee that you are able to learn in an environment as 
free from distraction as possible.  For this reason, coming to class late is unacceptable.  If you are habitually 
tardy, your participation grade will be negatively impacted. 
 
Grades (How your final grade is earned—your final grade shouldn’t surprise you) 
 
*Exams: 1 tests each worth 100 points  
*News Analyses:  papers each worth 25 points (50 points total) 
*Failed State:  1 group presentation & written citation worth a total of 50 points  
*Attendance and Participation worth 25 points  
 
RUBRIC 

90-100% for an A *     
80-89%   for a B       
70-79%   for a C       
60-69%   for a D       
below 220  will receive an F     

   *Caveat: Students must complete all assignments to earn an A in class.                                                                                
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Political Events/Extra Credit (for the habitually absent or Type As) 
 
You may receive extra credit for attending approved political events.  You may attend on and/or off campus 
political lecture, films, debates, rallies, etc. You may also share information about events you think would be 
interesting and appropriate for your classmates to attend.  Please double check with me before attending and I 
will let you know if the event in question merits extra points. Each student can attend up to 2 extra credit events.  
Students can earn up to 5 points for each event. 
*Caveat: Students may only collect extra points after all assignments are completed. 
 
 
Miscellaneous (additional warnings and disclosures) 
 
Cheating is defined as the practice of fraud or trickery, to violate rules dishonestly and to act 
deceivingly. Plagiarism is defined as presenting ideas or words of another as one’s own. As a college 
student it is your responsibility to fully understand the concepts of cheating and plagiarism. I am 
always available to clarify for students the exact definition of cheating and plagiarism. Failure to 
understand these concepts does not excuse you from potential reprimand. According to Red Rocks 
Community College policy, consequences of cheating or plagiarism can result in an F on the 
assignment or exam, an F in the course, and/or dismissal from Red Rocks Community College. 
 
Please remember that my sole reason for existence as an instructor is your learning. Do not hesitate to 
ask if I can be of any assistance. I am always available during office hours and by appointment, but 
feel free to drop by my office or stop me in the hallways outside of those times.   You can also e-mail 
me, and my usual response time is less than 48 hours, excluding weekends. 
 
ADAAA (Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008) and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973:  Red Rocks Community College is committed to access for students with 
disabilities.  If you are a student with a disability and need assistance or are interested in requesting 
accommodations, please contact the Accessibility Services Faculty is not obligated to provide 
accommodations without proper notification by the Accessibility Services.  More information is 
available at www.rrcc.edu/disabilityservices. 
 
 

Important Dates  

Last Date to Drop with Refund Wednesday  February 4 

Spring Break Saturday March 21-Sunday March 29 

Development day (no classes) Tuesday  April 21 

Easter Weekend Friday April 3, 4, 5 

Last Day to Withdraw Tuesday November 11 

End of Spring Semester 
Graduation Ceremony 

Tuesday May 12 
Saturday May 16 
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FAILED STATE PROJECT   & PRESENTATION 
“MULTI-MEDIA PROJECT” 

 
Requirements: 

• Understand what criteria are used in order to determine if a nation-state has 
failed. 
• Offer up to three explanations for why your nation-state failed? 
• Discuss how your nation-state’s rankings can be improved? Offer specific 
solutions to the problems you identified. 

 
 

http://www.foreignpolicy.com/failedstates 
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HOW TO WRITE A NEWS ANALYSIS (hint: follow these steps and 
earn A’s on your papers!) 
 
News Analysis 
 
You will submit two news analyses to me as writing assignments throughout the semester, worth twenty-five 
points each. Keeping up with current events will enrich your understanding of the course, as well as the world 
around you.  The purpose of this assignment is to follow the news throughout the semester, in order to connect 
what you are learning in class to your everyday life.   
 
Requirements: 

1) Your analysis MUST address a topic that is being covered in class or is political in nature. You can use 
any news topic that has to do with national and/or international politics/government.   
 

2) Locate an article from a reputable source on approved news topic (see above). Publications like the 
Washington Post, New York Times, Newsweek and/or Time are excellent sources.  I also encourage 
you to find sources that add viewpoints beyond the mainstream, such as The Nation, Mother Jones, The 
Guardian, The National Review, and The American Conservative.  You may not use on-line search 
engine articles, on-line network articles (e.g. Fox News, CNN News, MSN News etc.).  You can find 
most of these magazines and newspaper sources in the library’s resource center. 
 

3) Summarize the article: Begin with a short overview (summary) of the article you are analyzing. A 
summary is written in your own words and captures the article’s main point(s) or argument. (A reader 
who has not read the article should understand its overall point from your summary.) A summary is 
objective, meaning it does not include your opinion. Include the title and author of the article in the 
summary.      

 
4) Analyze the article: After summarizing, analyze the article.  Analysis involves thinking critically about 

the purpose, ideas, evidence, and presentation of the article. Be careful not to include your opinion of 
the issue addressed in the article.* Instead, focus on how and why the article was written. Some 
questions you may ask yourself are:  

 
• Why was the article written? What is the purpose of the article?  

 
• What is the context of the article?  In other words, why was this article written now?  
 
• How is the article written? What type of evidence is presented? How is it organized?  
 
• What is the effect of the information presented? Does it evoke emotion? Does it appeal to logic and 

reasoning?    
 

• Do you detect bias? What is the agenda behind the article? Who wrote the article? What is their 
affiliation? What is the bias of the publication? (You may need to do some Googling to find out the 
answers to these questions.)  

 
• How does the article inform your understanding of the issue? How does the article connect to what 

you are learning in class?   
 

*A response that merely states your opinion on the issue will not be given credit.  
 

5) Provide evidence from the article to support your analysis. Focus on the article itself in your analysis, 
and support your responses with examples and evidence from the article.   
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6) You may rewrite one news analysis with the help of the Writing Center for a better grade. You may earn 

additional two points per assignment (a total of ten bonus points throughout the semester) if you have 
each analysis reviewed by the Writing Center before submission. http://www.rrcc.edu/writing/  

 
Format: 

• News analyses should be typed, proofread, and two to three pages long.   
• Cite the source of your article; see written work guidelines.   

 
Grading:  

Your grade is based on your ability to provide thoughtful analysis, connect the article to course material, 
and upon style and the proper use of grammar.  

 

Paper Rubric (how you got that grade)  
Total of 25 points each 
Summary only/opinion paper:  16-18 
Blatant/consistent error, no analysis, no organization:  10-15 
Mostly summary/a few weak analyses: 18-20 
Clear and concise summary/ analyses with support: 20-25 
Paper without citation/work cited: minus -2 
Writing Center: + 2 points 
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Jane Smith 

Professor Soomin Chun-Hess 

POS 111- American Government 

March 1, 2015 

News Analysis 1 

Summary: 

 The article, “How an Adverse Supreme Court Ruling Would Send Obamacare Into a Tailspin” 

by Margot Sanger-Katz, addresses the implications that would ensue if the federal government stopped 

distributing subsidies in states that did not setup their own healthcare policies. Residents in nearly three 

dozen poverty stricken states would be faced with detrimental effects. Ultimately insurance plans 

would become unaffordable, therefore only people threatened by illness would continue to obtain it, 

while healthy people would opt out of increasing insurance rates. Thus, this only contributes to the 

surging costs consumers will experience, and potentially lead to a failed system.  

Analysis: 

 The intention of this article is to inform the audience that if the federal government ceases to 

provide healthcare subsidies for people in poverty, then the policy structure will essentially become 

broken and unsuccessful. By eliminating government financial support, insurance plans would be 

unaffordable and unattainable to the people who originally received subsidies. This means that, “only 

people with the most serious health conditions would be likely to keep buying it”. Policy experts 

explain this problem as “the death spiral, the result of an insurance pool getting smaller and sicker as 

more healthy people leave an increasingly expensive health insurance market”. Sanger-Katz seems to 

suggest that if a decreased amount of people are paying for healthcare, then there will be a noticeable 

increase in the cost of healthcare to compensate for expenses.  

 After exposing the turmoil that would result from loss of federal government subsidies, Sanger-

Katz provides supporting evidence of how beneficial subsidies can actually be. A look at New York 
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pre and post Obamacare shows that New York, a state with almost the highest health insurance rates 

for individuals actually “went down in New York by 50 percent” when subsidies became available. It 

was important for Sanger-Katz to present how states flourish with healthcare subsidies to persuade the 

audience to take this stance on a very life altering subject.  

 This article is relevant to what we are learning in class because often in our discussions we are 

concerned with what we think the government should provide for its people. Healthcare is a strong 

contender on this list of services we think the government should provide. This article relates to the 

discussion about what responsibilities that the states have compared to the responsibilities of the 

federal government. According to this article, the Supreme Court thinks it is the responsibility of 

individual states to enforce a health care policy rather than the federal government. This article was 

beneficial in helping me to gain a deeper understanding about our government, as well as how my 

healthcare can potentially be impacted due to such Supreme Court decisions.  

Citation: 

 Sanger-Katz, Margot. "How an Adverse Supreme Court Ruling Would Send Obamacare Into a 

Tailspin." The New York Times. The New York Times, 01 Mar. 2015. Web. 01 Mar. 2015. 
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Course Schedule (read, lecture, write, present, exam) 

We will cover the material, as time allows, in the following order. The due dates may change 
depending on the pacing of the material. Material may be added to or subtracted from each section, as 
time allows. 

READING & LECTURE SCHEDULE  (Instructor reserves the right to alter the schedule) 
 
WEEK 1 FRIDAY 4/10 
Introduction 

Review Syllabus 
Who Gets What, When and How? 
READ for Friday : Introduction   

• What is Political Science?  
 
READ for Friday: Chapter 5: Traditional Ideologies 

• American Ideology lecture 
• Concepts and Ideologies 

 
 
SATURDAY 4/11 
READ for Saturday:  Chapter 6:  Challenges to the Dominant Ideologies 

• How is ideology a utopia/dystopia? 
 
READ for Saturday:  Chapter 1:  Politics and the State  

• State v. Nation 
• Strong State v. Weak State v. Failed State 

 
READ for Saturday:  Chapter 4: Freedom and Justice 

• Freedom v. equality 
• American Ideology lecture 
• Concepts and Ideologies 

 
READ for Saturday: Chapter 7: Institutions and States 

• The European State System 
• Rise of the Modern State 

 
 
 
WEEK 2 FRIDAY 4/17  
READ for Friday: Chapter 13: Political Culture 

• Civic Culture and Political Culture 
• What makes us politically uniquely American? 

 
READ for Friday:  Chapter 8:  Law, Constitutions, and Federalism 

• Federal System v. Unitary System 
• Codified Law v. Common Law 
• Rule of Law 

 

10 
 



(READ for Friday: Chapter 12: Civil Society, Interest Groups, and the Media) 
• The Impact of the Media 

 
 

 
SATURDAY 4/18 
READ for Saturday: Chapter 9: Legislatures, Legislators, and the Executive 

• Parliamentary System v. Presidential System  
 

READ Saturday: Chapter 11:  Votes, Elections, Parties 
• Proportional System v. Majoritarian System 

 
FRAGILE STATE/FAILED STATE PROJECT 
Strong State v. Failed State 

o Foreign Policy Failed State Index (computer class exercise) 
o Present your failed state the following Friday 

WEEK 3 FRIDAY 4/24 
Failed State Presentation 

 
 

 
SATURDAY 4/25 
Failed State Presentation (continued) 
 
READ for Saturday: Chapter 14 & 19:  Introducing Global Politics 

• Security and Insecurity 
• Legacy of Colonialism 

o http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/14chapter2.shtml 
• Impact of WWII 

 
READ for Saturday:  Chapter 20:  Global Political Economy 

•  
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