Introduction to Sociology 101

Fall 2016
Instructor: Maryann Touitou, MA Human Relations
Course Sociology 101, room 2305

3 credit hour course

Email: maryann.touitou@gmail.com 303 478 5126

Office hours: Please call, text or email me to set up an
appointment.

Required Text: “Introduction to Sociology: A Collaborative Approach”
Important Date: Last day to withdraw for a refund is September 16.
What is Introduction to Sociology?

This introduction to Sociology course provides students an opportunity
to explore the working of U.S. society and other cultures. Some of the
topics we will study are: poverty, stereotypes, gender inequality,
racial discrimination and criminal behavior. Sociology is the scientific

study of society. Sociology provides an explanation of how we live,

why we live a particular way and what difference does culture and

stratification (inequality) make to people.

How Will We Study Sociology? By “doing Sociology” we investigate
how social issues go beyond the lives of individuals; issues that
individuals cannot resolve without the combined efforts of others.

For example, homelessness is an individual issue for the person who is
homeless, but the homeless situation is a public or community issue
when large numbers of homeless people exist.
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The job of Sociology is to explain how homelessness is created due to
an insufficient supply of low income housing, periodic unemployment
and changing job opportunities and many other social factors.
Wandering sadhus in India lead solitary lives believing that the
shortest way to enlightenment is the life of a mendicant. But even
the sadhu is dependent on who puts anything in their begging bowl
on any given day.

Course Description Examines the basic concepts, theories and
principles of sociology as well as human culture, social groups and the
social issues of age, gender, class and race.

Course Content and Objectives; This course is an introduction to the
discipline of sociology and the insights it provides into the human
condition. Like any discipline of thought, sociology includes a body of
knowledge articulated in a scholarly literature. Central to this
literature are a number of theories that systematically inquire into the
nature of social life and human behavior. Some of these theories are
quite broad in scope, attempting to make statements about society in
the most general sense. Others are narrower in the questions they
pose, focusing on a particular facet of social life.

Equally central to sociological inquiry is social research. Critical to the
sociological perspective is the conviction that the validity of ideas we
hold about human behavior must be judged in light of observations
we make regarding ongoing social life within historical contexts.
Ideally, the observations gleaned at a given point in time contribute
to our understanding of human behavior, which transcends the
particular observation.



Thus, for example, observing the activities of a sports team (and its
fans) may tell us something more broadly about social solidarity
and/or the nature of social interaction.

Ultimately, sociology is more than the sum of its theoretical and
research parts. Sociology is a perspective from which to view human

behavior. Central to this perspective is the assumption that human
beings are essentially social. In other words, we can only understand
human behavior by examining the nature of an individual’s
relationship to others and the larger structural and historical contexts
within which people think and act.

Though such an assertion is easy to make, investigating the complex
dynamics of the social web within which we live-is a difficult task. It is
the task, which challenges us as sociologists. In defining sociology in
this way, we distinguish it from other disciplines of thought.

The sociological perspective provides important insights into the
conditions and dynamics that affect people’s lives, as individuals and
collectivities. The sociological perspective offers an important way to
understand one’s place in society and helps to develop practical
commitments to informed action in society. The excitement of
sociology rests in the fact that it is not simply a body of knowledge to
be absorbed (and/or regurgitated for a passing grade). Rather,
sociology is a body of knowledge that has relevance for the choices

individuals make in their daily lives.

The major objectives of this course, therefore, are to stimulate your
sociological imaginations, acquaint you with the discipline, and help
you gain insight into the nature and operation of societies.



In order to accomplish this task, we will examine many of the
fundamental concepts, principles and issues of concern to
sociologists.

Course Work

Attendance: Regular attendance at all class meetings is required.

It is very important to be at all class meetings as we are working
within the context of a community of learners. You must be present
in the community in order to learn.

Weekend courses carry special burdens of attendance as we are
completing a 3 credit course in a concentrated amount of time. The
circumstances keeping you from class or arriving late/leaving early
must be extraordinary in nature. It is imperative that you inform the
instructor regarding any situation which will be detrimental to
attendance.

Reading Assignments: Please stay on top of the reading
assignments. My expectation is that the reading is a “jumping off

point” and class activities will be built on the foundation of the text.
In order to adequately understand the course, you must first
complete the reading. Any reading outside of the book | will provide.

Class participation and Homework: | expect everyone to participate
in class discussion. We will often do group work and group exercises.
This is, after all, a Sociology class. You will have outside assignments
in this class. They will usually consist of the reading, group
assignments, and take home exams. There will be a final project due
the last week of class; it will be done in a group context. You will have
opportunities to work on this project during formal class periods;



however, you will need additional time to complete the work. Class
participation, group exercises and outside assignment will be worth
200 points of final grade. Please note-all work must be typed. | will
not accept hand written work.

Exams: There will be two exams in this class. Exams will consist of
essay questions.

These exams will be take home exams and are worth 100 points of
your final grade (50 points each).

You will be expected to read, think, write and contribute to class
discussions, analyze, evaluate and draw conclusions from readings
and other course material; to do introductory research using
sociological methods and language; to contribute ideas and effort
and, to compare and contrast facts, concepts, perspectives, language
and theories related to the course.

Final Project: Students are responsible for designing and presenting a
final project on the final day of class. This will be done in the context

of a small group, so your success is inter-twined with fellow group
members. Guidelines for the final project will be presented the
second weekend of class.



Breakdown on Grades

Attendance 100
points
Class participation/group exercises 200
points
Exams 100
points
Final project 200
points

Total Point Breakdown

540-600 A
480-539 B
420-479 C
360-478 D
Under 360 F
Final Comments/Course Policies: | will not accept late work.

Respect: of others is expected and essential for creating a positive
learning experience. We don’t all have to agree on everything, but we
do need to express ourselves in a positive manner.



RRCC Policies and procedures: Student Code of Conduct and Academic
Integrity; Admission to the Red Rocks Community College implies that
you agree to respect the rights of others and observe moral and civil
laws. Interference with the normal process of education in the
classroom or elsewhere on the campus will be regarded as
unacceptable conduct, warranting suspension or dismissal. Complete
Student Code of Conduct is at this web site:
http://www.rrcc.edu/handbood/codeofconduct.pdf

Special Needs Notification: Red Rocks Community College is in
compliance with federal guidelines, is committed to equal educational
opportunity by assuring otherwise qualified students with disabilities
equal access to RRCC programs and activities that are provided to
students without disabilities. An otherwise qualified person with a
disability is a student who meets the academic and technical
standards required for admission or participation in all educational
programs and activities.

Eligibility: Red Rocks Community will provide accommodations for
qualified students with disabilities.

To request accommodations, contact the Office of Accessibility
Services at your earliest convenience. The Office of Accessibility
Services is located in the Learning commons Room 1185. Please
contact the office at 303 914 6737, V/TDD at 303 914 6737 or contact
them on the website if you have any questions.

Grade of Incomplete: An “I” indicates that the course objectives
are not yet fulfilled. It is the responsibility of the student to request,
if needed, the assignment of an incomplete grade. The instructor’s

decision to authorize or not authorize an incomplete grade is final.
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The student must have completed 75% of the class with a C or higher
and must complete the rest of the work with the same instructor.
Arrangement for the completion of the course must be made with the
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instructor prior to the assignment of the “I” grade. This agreement
must be written on a Contract for Incomplete Grade Form. The
instructor may allow up to one full semester for the student to
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complete missing requirements. grades not changed by the end of
the following semester will automatically become failing grades (F).

This instructor rarely gives incompletes.

Plagiarism; Grounds for failing an assignment or course and/or
disciplinary action from RRCC. DO NOT PLAGIARIZE. Plagiarism
means copying passages directly from the text or any other source,
without quotation marks and citations. Summarize or paraphrase the
information. If you paraphrase by rearranging the order of a sentence
or words, then give credit for the source. Not credit will be given for
plagiarized papers and may be ground for failure from the class.

Important: This syllabus is the essential road map and cornerstone for
this course. Because you are responsible for the requirements of this

syllabus, please clarify any information, which you do not understand
with the instructor as soon as possible.

Sociology 101: Anticipated Calendar of Events

This is a broad outline of class construction and may be subject to
change due to: speaker availability, class questions/comments and
the need of the instructor to adapt to the social construct of the class



Week 1: Friday and Saturday will be devoted to Chapters 1 through 3
in the text and associated classroom material. Exam 1 will be
distributed on Saturday at the end of class and is due the following
Friday. (Week 2)

Week 2: Friday and Saturday will be devoted to Chapters 4 through 6
in the text and associated classroom material. Exam 2 will be
distributed on Saturday at the end of class and is the following Friday.
(Week 3)

Week 3: Friday and Saturday will be devoted to Chapters 7 through 10
in the text and associated classroom material. Final group projects
will be due on Saturday.



