
RRCC WAC: Process Journals 

What Are Process Journal Assignments? 
Process Journals are used to record and reflect on a task. Think of Leonardo Di Vinci’s journals which 

included notes and sketches of his work. Process Journals might include written entries, images (photos 

or screenshots), or other media (voice, video, or animations). These journals can be used in multiple 

fields to teach and reinforce content, skills, and critical thinking. Process Journals are especially useful 

when asking students to complete projects, but they can also be used to show the steps students take to 

study for exams, work in labs, perform a study, or to complete reading and writing. 

Purpose of Process Journals 
Process Journals are Writing to Learn (WTL) assignments that give students a powerful way of recording, 

reflecting on, and thinking critically about their own learning processes. If teaching a remote or online 

course, a process journal also gives an account of effort that instructors might not otherwise be able to 

observe as we would in face-to-face or synchronous spaces. 

How to Create A Process Journal Assignment 
Process Journals can be made in Word, PowerPoint, discussion board posts (D2L), websites like 

Wordpress or Instagram, or in a physical journal. To create a Process Journal assignment, think about 

what project or task your students will eventually complete. Is it a PowerPoint presentation? Is it a piece 

of pottery? Is it an exam? 

1. List and explain the steps you think the student will need to take in order to complete the 

project or task, or let students come up with this list but ask them to make a number of entries. 

2. Decide on how you want your student to record and reflect on their process as they make their 

way through the steps. Do you want one picture and a 50 word reflection on their progress per 

step? Do you want them to address a specific question at each step? Do you want them to 

record annotations, observations, data, reactions, or experiences? 

3. Decide how you want students to share their journals. Will these be shared one step at a time so 

they can receive feedback as they go? Do you want them to share these journals with the class? 

4. Decide how you will assess these process journals. One entry at time? These journals can be 

informal, in which case you may want to grade them based on completeness of the entries. 

Have Questions about Process Journals or other Writing Assignments? 
Contact KevinKelley@rrcc.edu, RebeccaSmith@rrcc.edu, or visit RRCC’s WAC online where you can find 

these other resources: 

  Designing an Effective Writing Assignment 
  Designing an Effective Grading Rubric 
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